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deny that there is plenty of spirit in Sherlock
Holmes).

In Lord Balfour's Chapters of Autobiography
may be read the story how his mother introduced her
children to Monte Cristo and how the fascination
of the story "made us forget we were being intro-
duced to a new language/' I do not know on what
English literature a French boy is encouraged to
begin, but it would be a good exercise for English
schoolmasters to make up their own minds what
he could be expected to like and apply their results
to their selection of French texts.

I have always counted it as a grievance against
those who taught me French that I was allowed to
reach mature age before I was introduced to the first
books of Les Miserables. Victor Hugo may not be
a very great author, but he does for the Englishman
something of what Byron (who may not be a very
great poet) does, or did, for the Frenchman, and for
somewhat similar reasons.

It would probably be well if more French plays,
or scenes from them, were performed by boys:
costumes are powerful antidotes to shyness and
Moliere provides a fine field. Again, it should be
remembered that the best way to learn any modern
language is to learn a great deal by heart, and boys
" escape their own notice/' as the Greeks would say,
in learning a great deal of French when they think
they are only learning how to act. I am afraid that
the reasons why " repetition " has so largely gone out
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